NOVEMBER 30, 2021 | VOL. 6

MT. PLEASANT CHURCH NEWSLETTER

"Not So Bad.

In Fact, Quite Good."

WRITTEN BY PASTOR RICH HERBSTER

It has become trendy in recent years to lament
how much harm the church has caused. In some
cases there is indeed much to lament: sex abuse
scandals, for instance. Yet, in many of these
conversations | have found the “harm” to be rather
vague. Language about hypocrisy or hurt feelings
might be mentioned, but there really isn't any
harm that | can discern from most of the tales of
hurt that | most often hear.

Rejecting the “hurt” of the church has become a
trendy excuse for disassociating with the church.
One need not feel badly about walking away from
the church since “they” are the problem. There
are many problems with this, of course. If any
place should be characterized by overcoming
hurts and demonstrating forgiveness, it should
obviously be the church — the people formed by
the gospel of God’'s forgiveness of sins through
the gracious work of Jesus. Walking away short
circuits that design.

It was a breath of fresh air, then, to read a blog
recently in which one saint decided to give thanks
for their church. The article is entitled “l survived
because of bible belt religion.” The because of
shows us this won’'t be yet another lamentation
about how bad the church is.

It is instead a demonstration of gratitude for the
simple but imperfect people who embodied the faith.

The author writes:

Our little church couldn’t boast of a single scholar.
Our collars were blue, our necks were red, and our
thumbs were green. The preacher sold insurance
and tomatoes on the side. The hands that held the
offering plates usually had axle grease under their
nails...Our church was a houseful of simple people
who simply loved the Lord.

“A houseful of simple people who simply loved the
Lord.” This should be our expectation of the church.
Not perfect people, not theological masterminds, not
those the world esteems, but simple people who
simply love the Lord.

As | look upon the church, and reflect on the
churches that shaped me, this is what | see. May we
have eyes to see the beauty of this kind of witness,
rather than only seeing the imperfections.

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/i-survived-because-of-bible-belt-religion/



Upcoming Sermons

12-5-21 - 1 John 4:1-3

12-12-21 - 1 John 2:7-14; 3:11-24, 4:19-21

12-19-21 - 1 John 1:5-2:6; 2:28-29; 3:1-10
12-24-21 - 1 John 4:7-21

12-26-21 - 1 John2:18-27; 4:1-6; 5:1-4

Upcoming Events

- BEAVER VALLEY
' CHORAL SOCIETY

PRESENTS
A CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Unte Us a

Mt. Pleasant Kids' Choir Sm (/é/ Ga/{m

Christmas Program Saturday, December 11, 2021
"The MOUSG 'S Tale n Good Samaritan Church | 1:30 PM
725 Glenwood Ave.
Sunday Ambridge, PA
December 5th AND
@ 6pm Sunday, December 12, 2021

Grace Lutheran Church | 4:00 PM
393 Adams St.

The program is a little different this year. If you Rochester, PA
like to sing Christmas Carols...you will want to be BVCHORALSOCIETY.ORG
there!

Light refreshments following.



